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trust in Allah.© Surely Allah loves
those who trust (in Him).

SECOND QUR'AN CONFERENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA

(Imraan Goondiwala)

On the weekend of August 8" & 9™ last year year, there was a get-together of Quranic halaqaat

groups from around the country. This was the first ever conference of its kind in South Africa.

The theme of the conference was “TOWARDS A QURANIC SOCIETY”.

This was the result of a number of halaqaat groups asking the question, “How do we imple-

ment the Quran in our lives today?” The purpose of the conference was to answer this ques-

tion & create a national Quranic platform.

In an effort to move towards a Quranic society, the conference recognised that the first step is

to understand the Quran. For this reason, there were presentations that introduced people to

the study of the Quran.

“Guidelines to studying the Quran” was an eye opening lecture on using our God given facul-

ties in researching the Quranic text., highlighting the importance of exploring the Arabic.

“The Collection of the Quran & the concept of Tasreef” was a refreshing approach to how the

Quran was collected & protected, while the concept of Tasreef allowed delegates an opportu-

nity to understand the Quran using self reference.

An information session on learning Quranic Arabic & using technology provided tools to move

forward with studies. Propagation was further re-enforced with a talk on “Comparative Relig-

ion” & “My Journey to Islam” by a Catholic revert.

The family unit is of vital importance in any society. A no holds barred presentation on the

respective roles of women & men in a Quranic Society was real food for thought.

An active school which teaches secular subjects using the Quran to illustrate various concepts

produced a very informative session on “Using the Quran as a Resource for Educating Learn-
rs”. There was great interest in moving towards replicating this model around the country.

The economic session of the conference explored the “Economic Values of the Quran” through

a re-evaluation of concepts such as Riba, Sadagah & Zakaah among others as they appear in

the Quran, followed by a presentation on an operating business being used to sustain a Quranic

group showing a clear way forward in “Establishing an Economic Base for a Quranic Society”.

This was not just a talk shop as each session was followed by vibrant discussion culminating in

the setting of goals & various implementation projects leading up to the next conference. The

progress of these implementation projects are continually monitored in order to ensure that

these conferences lead to practical implementation of the Quranic ideals, step by step.

The SECOND CONFERENCE will be hosted on the weekend of March 13 & 14 2001. The

focus this year will be on a practical way forward.

A booklet with all the papers presented at the 1st conference and a dvd are available. If you

would like to purchase a copy, please contact the national coordinator at qucosa@gmail.com
or fax to 086-632-0678.

INSIDE:
Men and Women have equal status according to the Qur’an, Your Letters, Qur’an

knowledge Quiz

Say, “Bring your proof if you are truthful.”27:64

Rabi Ul Awwal
1431

ISLAMIC HISTORY
(Imraan Omar)

In an attempt to establish a society
based upon Quranic principles, it is
important to first break the moulds of
all un-Quranic ideologies and teach-
ings. To do this we have to retrace
our steps. We have to ascertain where
and when these ideologies were intro-
duced, and by whom. We also need
to ask, what one would hope to
achieve by initiating such a ploy, and
who would stand to lose. One look at
the sad state of Muslims around the
world today would be a glaring an-
swer to the above. Muslims have de-
generated in all spheres and walks of
life; from being “the best suited com-
munity raised for the good of man-
kind” to “enjoin what is good and
forbid what is wrong” (3:110); we
have become of those who” choose to
live our lives in the darkness of igno-
rance thus belittling ourselves to the
rank of cattle, or even worse” (7:179).
Yes, sadly, we have fallen prey to the
schemes of those who were bent on
taking Muslims away from the Quran
and reducing them to passive ritual-
ists.

We will retrace our steps and deter-
mine how the foundation laid by our
dear Nabi (s) and the Caliphs, was
whittled away by the enemies of Is-
lam so that the once erect building
that was Ad Deen, is now a religion

in ruins.-(Cont on page 4)
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MASJID IN THE QURAN
The Quran has directed the Ummah in many places in the Quran as to how a Masjid should function and by whom, together
with other aspects. We will now look at these Verses but not in any particular order or sequence. Surah 2 Verse 125-The first

House
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The First House built in Mecca is a sanctuary for those who visit it and propagate the Laws of Allah, and thus every Masajid
should be so, and abide by it. No restrictions are mentioned in the Quran. By extension this would apply to all such houses
built for the same reasons and there should NOT be any restrictions. All such houses are a sanctuary for all, not only Muslims.
Surah 7 Verse 29-There must be Justice in the Masjid
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Is this being practiced in the Masajid or are there decisions that are made against people by Trustees, who think that Masajid
belong to them and “they can do what they like”, without any recourse to Consultation. Sincerity would imply being sincere to
the Quran. Surah 7 Verse 31 — Do not be spendthrifts with the bounties of Allah
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Are we adhering to this Verse when we spend without any course to Shura the money of the Ummah when millions are going
hungry? We buy up properties in the name of Masajid (especially in the elitist areas) and the Ummah when we are actually
promoting our family names or the rich Arabs of the Middle East, at the expense of Allah’s Laws. Surah 9 Verse 18 & 19 Who
are maintainers (trustees-directors) of Masajid
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Just because you provide the comforts (carpet, water light), can this be taken as that you qualify to control activities in the Ma-
sajid. Are the trustees Allah-conscious? Does one have fear that if the Truth of the Quran is postulated then speakers will not
come to give talks at Masajid. If so, where is the consciousness of Allah or do we fear people more. Or, are we apprehensive
of losing their business and contributions and support? Surah 2 Verse 114.
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By so doing the trustees are making Zulm and Allah and should await their accountability with a grave chastisement. Surah 9
Verse 107 and 108-Are the trustees, coordinators and directors of Masajid under their control turning the Masajid into Masjid-
e-Daraar
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Cont. on page 3
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READERS VIEWS

Email to:Al -Burhaan@yahoo.com —subject: Letters to the Editor

Preference will be given to letters in which the contact details of the writer can be published.Those
wishing to write under a pseudonym must supply their address and contact details.The editor reserves
the right to vet letters. Offensive letters will not be published.

Dear Editor

“Wake Up call to all Muslims”

As a pharmacist working in the public sector I have realized and seen the need for a Qura’nic society. There are people in this coun-
try and world, non- Muslim and Muslim that are hungry, that are malnourished, that are dying of diseases. Do we know what hun-
ger is? Is it when you have skipped breakfast, are absolutely starving by lunch time and must have something to eat or else you will
“faint” or “die”! Or is it when a child has gone so long without water that his parched throat has no elasticity to swallow?

The leaders in this country have no knowledge about the guidance in the Quran. They live in big mansions with huge swimming
pools. They waste water where as the poor people do not even have access to clean drinking water. We as Muslims have the knowl-
edge and guidance from the creator himself, but how do we use it? For a Muslim to undertake a humanitarian act is a way of receiv-
ing help from Allah, of erasing sins and of meriting Jannah. Is this our quraanic duty? Is it merely to pay zakaah once or twice a
year? To relieve ourselves from our own selfish needs? This makes us no different from the leaders that are living lavishly.

The decision to write this letter was re-introduced into mind when I saw the huge mosque being built in Houghton, from the high-
way. On enquiring about this mosque it was said to me that it is costing R86 million to build, and then it was said that we should
be proud as Muslims that such a monument is being built in our creator’s name. Even if the above figure is incorrect, even if the
mosque is costing 1 million to be built, I ask you as Muslims do we have the right to do this? How can we build such a monument
when they are people starving to death? How can we say it is in our creator name? do we honestly believe that our creator, the one
who has instructed us to live simple and to look after the less fortunate is going to be pleased by this? When I asked this to my
friends they replied, “Of course Allah will be pleased, it is a mosque, they claimed.” I asked what a mosque is. Do we know the
purpose of a mosque? This is nothing to be proud of as Muslims, why would Allah be pleased when our most basic duty is not being
performed?

More than 800 million people go to bed hungry every day, 300 million are children. More than one billion people do not have ac-
cess to clean water. Every year 6 million children die from malnutrition before their fifth birthday. It’s time we realize that this is far
beyond paying zakaah and feeling good about Imaan. The people that are dying are just like you and me but we treat them as sec-
ond- class citizens of the world.

T am not trying to make you feel guilty; however as Muslims we must assume a degree of responsibility to build a community.

The study of the Quran gives a clear idea of the intensity of the force with which Islam has stimulated humanitarian action. The
mechanism put into place by the Quran has made sure there is a significant support for the most vulnerable. The Quran and hadith
do not exclude non-Muslims. The realization that around the globe people are dying of starvation should make us appreciate what
we have and use it to help others. This means participating actively to make a change.-Tabassum Shaikh(JHB)

Cont.from page 2

Since SOME people openly admit that the Masajid under their control is not for the Quran only to be principally used in it; these
Masajid have then deteriorated from the actual intentions of Masajid and thus cause harm and disunity and have become a refuge
for those who wage war against the Quran. If this is done deliberately, then Muslims should NOT STAND in it for it is not based
on the principles of Quran. It will be the duty of all Muslims to strive towards changing this type of principle for the Quranic ones.
Lastly those who deny any portion of the Quran are rejecters of the word of Allah; for Allah Commands us in Surah 3 Verse 159:
Forgive the wrongdoers, level the playing fields (ensuring that all information and bounties are shared) and CONSULT before
making a decision; CONSULTATION IS NOT ONLY A HANDFUL OF TRUSTEES, WHEN YOU COLLECT FUNDS FROM THE
MUSSALLEES. ALL MUSLIMS, WHETHER THEY CONTRIBUTE TO THE UPKEEP OR NOT MUST BE CONSULTED ON ALL
AFFAIRS OF THE UNITY INCLUDING THE MASAIJID.
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WHERE DO WE THE MODERN TRUSTEES FIT? DO WE HAVE THE ABOVE QUALIFICATIONS?
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MEN AND WOMEN ARE EQUAL AS LEGISLATED IN THE QURAN
(Ridwaan Davids)

In traditional Islam, there is this continuous debate to determine the superior status of men over women and women's quest to claim equal-
ity. Some of our male folks quote Surah Nisaa verse 34 where men are termed as qawwamoon. This is then interpreted as men having the
upperhand over women.
However, Surah Al Ahzab negated all these false ideas and actually liberated women without any exceptions. It drove the final nail into the
coffin of those that preached that men are superior to women. See how the Quran beautifully but also explicitly states that there is no ifs and
buts about the topic. There are absolutely no exceptions. By referring to the lexicons through the root words of the terms used in verse 35,
one gets a crystal clear picture on the equality of the genders.
. - The following verses are from Surah Al -Ahzab Ayah 33 to 35
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be equally effective.

If both men and women posess identical capacities and potentials, then the results
they achieve should be similar. Therefore, women have their own self respect, dignity and honour granted through the verses of the
Quran. No human being has the right and capacity to claim otherwise.

QURANIC QUIZ QURANIC QUIZ PUBLIC TALK

(Answers to previous issue) 1)What Attribute does Allah’s Beautiful
1)The longest Surah in the Qur’an is Surah | Name “Ar-Rashid” Mean? DR. MUSA who received her Ph.D in
Bagarah 2)Who was called “al-Aziz” in Surah Yusuf? | Arabic and Islamic studies from Harvard
2)Bismillah is mentioned 114 times in the 3)The Quran is also known as “Al-Furgan”; | University is currently an assistant Pro-
Qur’an fessor at Florida International University
L . EDUCATIONAL QURA’N WEBSITES | will be delivering a talk tiltled-

3)Surah At-Tauba Has no Bismillah in the MULTICULTURALISM 1IN THE
beginning 1 )ourbeacon. com

. QU’RAN on Saturday 13 March 2010
2)free-minds.com At Nana Hall Crosby, JHB.

Cont.from pg 1

Firstly, our History of Islam, upon close examination, will be found to be the product of the famous or infamous Imam Tabari. His his-
tory is considered to be the mother of all history, however, it must be noted that the work was commenced approximately 280 years
after the exalted Prophet (s). Also noteworthy is the fact that, by his admission, the compilation is based upon narrations and he bla-
tantly absolves himself from all accountability, by placing responsibility of any imperfection or error, on the shoulders of the narrators.
This confession itself should make any thinking person question the authenticity of his work.Secondly, the importance and preference
given to Ahadith is so great that many Muslims fail to look any further for judging the criteria between right and wrong. The Holy
Quran should always stand in judgement of any Hadith and not vice versa. The Holy Quran is THE CRITERION. Imam Tabari, to-
gether with the super group of Imams of Ahadith like Muslim, Bukhari, Abu Dawood and Tirmidhi had a common link. They were all
Persians. The Persians were to early Islam what America is to today’s Muslim. We will in future issues, look at the link between these
factors and how the venom of deceit and misguidance crept into Ad-Deen.

Let’s keep it interactive !!! We would like to hear from you. We look forward to your contributions

Email: alburhaan@yahoo.com Fax: 086-632-0678

We welcome articles,the editor reserves the right to edit articles,opinions expressed by writers of letters or articles are
not necessarily of &L Z..tocn

JOIN OUR GOOGLE GROUP @ http://groups.google.co.za/group/al-burhaan-quran-study
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