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MATALIBMATALIBMATALIBMATALIB----ALALALAL----FURQANFURQANFURQANFURQAN    

SURAH 1 VERSE 3 

 

The root of the word , Malik, above, is  and the fundamental meaning is to have full 

capacity and power over something; authority to do anything according to intent; infrastructure and 

support on that which provides establishment and that which cements things together, , 

Milakun means building mixture or cement. This leads to the bonding of the mixture and the bricks 

and leads to the completion of the wall. 

When , Malik, is used in the general sense for mankind, then it would mean the subjugation of 

a nation or groups of people into “slavery”. But when it used for Allah, it does not mean that Allah 

acts without any Law or Planning and thus displaying His power without any regard. If we look at 

Surah 2 Verse 107: , The Power and Authority in the whole Universe belongs to 

Allah; but in is the Attribute that Allah is the Reliance for the cementation force that is required for 

every particle of the Universe, for every atom of the Universe is tied to one another to function 

according to the Laws that Allah has established for it, as if it is united. Thus the Attribute Surah 85 

Verse 13/15: 

 

 
 

He is the , Al Wadudd, One who takes everything to its ultimate evolutionary perfection. 

Thus whenever the word is used in the Qur’an one needs to look at the context and usage of the 

word to see its real meaning and how it fits in the Verse; and in Surah Fateha it would mean Power 

and Authority. 

 

,Yaum. The meaning of this word is generally taken to mean “day” of 24 hours on earth. 

However, there is no doubt that in the Arabic language it is used for day but there are various 

expositions of this word as in: period, age, stage and also the changes that the Universe has made in 

its evolutionary processes and thus it is said in Surah 32 Verse 5:  

 

 
And in Surah 70 Verse 4 : 

 

 
In the Surah under study the meaning would be “time” or “period”. 

 

These verses above illustrate very simply that Allah is beyond Time and Space. 
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, Al Deen. This word is such in the Qur’an that it can be regarded as the extract of the whole 

Message of the Qur’an itself. This is that which has all laws, principles, power and rules revolving  

around it bringing its objectivity afore. It is only by understanding this idiom can Islam be really 

understood and if its Qur’anic visions or perceptions become confounded than no principles of Islam 

would really be understood. This proves what depth of meaning this word holds and how important it 

is to comprehend it fully so that its many reflections become concrete. Some of the meanings are: 

power, supremacy, ascendancy, sovereignty or lordship, dominion, law, constitution, mastery, 

government, realm, decision, definite outcome, reward and punishment. On the other hand, this word 

is also used in the sense of obedience, submission and allegiance (Taj / Moheet). In the Holy Qur’an 

this word is used in almost all the above meanings in as many as 79 verses. 

 

In Surah 82 Verses 17-19, the Qur’an itself explains its meanings by 

putting a counter question: "'The Day of Deen,' and what do you understand as to what is the 'Day of 

Deen?' The 'Day of Deen' is when no man has any power over another man and all the affairs of 

mankind would be decided according to the Law of Allah." Verse (1/3, ) also gives 

reference to this Day, period or stage of history when mankind would lead their lives according to the 

law of Allah on their own free will. The fundamental and basic quality of this period would be that no 

man would have any authority, power or supremacy over the other. Supremacy, authority and power 

would only be to the Laws of Allah. That is the meaning of "M'alike Yaum-id-Deen." The Verses 17-

19 are: 

 

 

 
 

These Laws of Allah in their final and complete form are given in the Qur’an, and are called Ad-

Deen. To regulate our lives according to these Laws is Al-Islam. In fact, there are various terms 

prevalent in the world, e.g., social system, code of life, law of the government, constitution of the 

state etc., but the Holy Qur’an has used only one all-comprehensive word, "Ad-Deen." This is the 

social order, the code of life, and the constitution prescribed by Allah. According to this constitution, 

it is Allah alone who has the power and the authority to impose any restrictions, or draw boundaries 

regulating human freedom, and no one else. Therefore, in Ad-Deen the ultimate Sovereignty rests with 

Allah alone and this Sovereignty is exercised through His Book. An Islamic State is the agency which 

enforces these Qur’anic Laws, and therefore, its constitution contains the unalterable Laws of the 

Qur’an. The entire functions of such a state are carried out within the boundaries drawn by these laws. 

The object is to maintain an ideal balance in this system of justice and equity. This, in other words, is 

Ad-Deen. 

According to the Qur’an, Islam is Deen which means a Code of life, a social system, a polity in which 

Allah Himself and those who have knowledge bear witness, to His Tawheed, Surah 3 Verse 18: 

and in Surah 5 Verse 3, the completion of the Deen of 

Islam and the completion of the favours of Allah through the Wahi of the Qur’an: 
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.This is the Deen which Muhammad AS 

brought Surah 9 Verse 33 and which would ultimately triumph over all other ways of life. 

 

 
 

The word "Mazhab" has not been used anywhere in the Qur’an. It is, therefore, not proper to term 

Islam as religion or "Mazhab." Mazhab, in the literal sense, means a passage or path made by man, 

and Deen is that code, law or system which one gets from Allah. That is why there are so many 

different sects in Mazhab, but none in Deen, and whoever indulges in sectarian feelings is called 

Mushrik. Deen revealed by Allah was and is One and there is no room for any sect in it. Sects are 

made by man not by Allah. Earlier too, Allah had given His Deen to mankind from time to time 

through various Rusul, but after their demise people forgot the Divine Books and instead devised their 

own ways (and these very same additions were abrogated in subsequent Wahi-Revelations: 

 

 
“Never have We sent a messenger or a Nabi before you but when He recited (the message) Satan 

proposed (opposition) in respect of that which he recited thereof. But Allah abolishes that which Satan 

proposes. Then Allah establishes His revelations. Allah is Knower, Wise”.22/52. 

In this way they lost their Deen, and replaced it by man-made Mazhab. Ultimately Allah gave His last 

Deen to mankind in the Qur’an and took upon Himself the responsibility of preserving it for all times: 

Surah 15 Verse 9: 

 

 
 

This was the Deen which became the Code of life and the constitution in the life-time of Rasool-Allah 

(peace be upon him). Unfortunately, Muslims too set aside the Book of Allah and started following 

man-made laws, thereby replacing Allah's Deen with Mazhab. As a result, now the Muslims also are, 

in a way, at par with the followers of other religions. However, the Book of Allah, the Qur’an is still 

with the Muslims and mankind in its original form and can be adopted if anyone wants to recapture 

the old glory of Islam. 

 

In Surah 3 Verse 83 the Qur’an asks the question, “Will these people move away from the Deen of 

Allah to another, is this is what they seek?” ; Do they not see that,  

 

 
 

After this it is instructed of the Ambiya AS that they should announce that no other ideology would be 

accepted by Allah in Surah 3 Verse 85: 
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It is thus very obvious that in a state that is based on the Deen of Allah every person will be subject 

only to the Laws of Allah and nothing else, and it is the responsibility of all Believers to endeavour to 

establish this Administration, as without this Nizam it is not possible for Believers to follow Islam 

fully; for it the promise of Allah that in Surah 24 Verse 55: (Please read Deen for Religion) 

 

 
 

The Believers should become citizens of such an establishment, as this is what is chosen by Allah and 

this the only way for contentment and a peaceful sanctuary. And those who leave this way of life will 

definitely be on the wrong road. And then in Surah 24 Verse 56 Allah clearly states that there are 

TWO exceptional requirements after the Deen is established:  

 

Only then you will be in a position to establish as an institution 

Sal’a and Zakah and to follow the Messenger. Before we discuss Sal’a and Zakah what is it to follow 

the Messenger. In Surah 3 Verse 144 Allah states thus: 

 

 
 

The Believers will establish themselves whether the Nabi AS is within them or not, Surah 22 Verse 41 

again repeats: 

 

 
 

41.(Concerning the group of oppressed people which has at last risen to wipe out transgression and 

zulm) If We bestow on them the authority to rule and they do come into power, (they will not do any 

injustice and oppression but) they will establish Salat (so that everyone in society follows the system 

of Divine Laws). They will provide means of development to each and everyone and enforce Laws 

which are in conformity with the Divine Code (the Qur’an); and forbid people from doing anything 

that is contrary to it.  In other words, in every case they will first look for the guidance given by  
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Allah’s Law; and then after discussion and consultation decide their affairs according to the Divine 

Law , as stated in Surah 5 Verse 44: 

 

 
 

These are the people that when they are established in the land as a community will put into place 

Sal’a and Zakah remembering that only Allah has the right to rule, Surah 12 Verse 40: 

 
 

“And those who do not establish themselves according to the Laws of Allah are Kafir”, disbelievers, 

Surah 5 Verse 44: Even the Nabi AS was instructed to make decisions according 

to the Qur’an in Surah 5 Verse 48:  

 

It is now necessary to present a brief description of the Sal’a necessary in the Deen of Allah 

that would be established. The Lughat meaning of  Sal’a is as follows: 

As-Sal'a is the central portion of the backside, the portion from where tail of the animal comes out. 

Both sides are called Salwan and its plural is Salawatun (Taj).  

Mosalli is the horse which comes at second place in a race, and is so close to the first-placed that its 

ears are touching the other's back portion. (The first one is called S'abiq.) It, therefore, means to 

follow the first one very closely. There is a saying of Ali the fourth caliph, "Sabaqa Rasool-Allah, wa 

salla Abu-Bakr wa sallasa Omar wa khabatatna fitnatun." Rasool-Allah went away first, followed by 

Abu-Bakr and then Omar and thereafter chaos overtook us (Taj).  

In Surah 24 Verse 41  

 

 
 

Herein a question is asked: "Have you not pondered over the fact that whatever there is in the universe 

including the birds with wings spread out, is continuously carrying out their assignments with fullest 

play of their capabilities and each one of them knows its sphere of duties (Tasbeeh) and the way those 

are to be carried out (Sal'at)." This obviously means that everything in the universe knows by instinct, 

what are its duties and how to perform them and what is its destiny. As far as animal world is 

concerned, they do it by instinct. But if a human being wants to know, what is his Tasbeeh and Sal'at, 

it is a must for him to have faith in Wahi, through which all these directions containing do's and don'ts 

are explained. This is Iqamat-As-Sal'at, a special term used in the Qur’an. 

To follow the Laws of the Qur’an is Iqamat-As-Sal'at. This is not possible individually and can only 

be done collectively; that is why the Qur’an has used the plural tense for this. It is the responsibility 

of an Islamic State is to establish this order (22/41), and they do it by mutual consultations (42/38). 

This system covers all the aspects of life, particularly the economic system. Verse (11/87) is very 

significant in this regard. It says: "O Shu'aib! does your Sal'at not permit us even to spend our wealth 

as we desire?" They did not understand as to what type of Sal'at is one which gives directions even in 

economic matters; they thought Sal'at is just a prayer or some sort of ritual. 



6 

 

In a nutshell it would pose one simple question. Would a person like to decide his affairs according to 

his desires, wishes or would he surrender before the Laws of Allah? This later position is called Sal'at. 

Surah 19 Verse 59 

 

 further clarifies: "they were followed by people who abandoned 

or negated the Sal'at and followed their passions and therefore will see the chastisement." Therefore,  

following the Divine Laws is called Sal'at. As such Ibn-e-Qutaiba says, Sal'at actually means Ad-

Deen and Iqamat-As-Sal'at means Iqamat-ud-Deen. 

 

This exercise is only presenting a summary of the concept of Sal’at in relation to establishing a system 

relative to a state in which the Deen of Allah would be paramount. 

 

 
The basic meaning of Zakah is to grow, to flower, flourish or blossom; to increase, swell or develop. 

Raghib after writing these meanings, gives example of word Azka in verse  

of Surah 18 Verse 19, "Then see which type of food is most pleasant (Azka), i.e., which has more 

nutritious value." Zak'at means nourishment, growth. It also means purification but in the Qur’an the 

two words Azka and Athar are used in different meanings, e.g., in Surah 2 Verse 232: 

, meaning “This is more profitable for you and purer”, In fact, 

purification has a negative virtue, whereas Zak'at has a positive value, i.e., to grow or get 

nourishment.  

 

In the Holy Qur’an the words "Aqeemus Salata Wa'atuz Zakat" have been used extensively and 

repeatedly. (For the meaning of Sal'at, please see under heading Sal'at). Such verses briefly mean, to 

establish a social order in which every person has the chance and opportunity to develop his Self, 

according to the Divine Laws.  

 

In Surah 22 Verse 41 (See above) says that these people (Jama'at-ul-Momineen) are those whom 

when we give authority in the land, Aq'amoo-as-Sal'ata Wa'atuz Zakata - they establish the Qur’anic 

social order and provide nourishment to everybody for the development of their personalities.  

 

It is also important in this regard, as it explains that Momineen are those who strive for the Zak'at, i.e., 

for providing nourishment to Humanity. 

 

As mentioned above, (22/41) shows that the first and foremost duty of the state is to establish a social 

order and provide means of sustenance and nourishment to humanity. In order to achieve this 

objective, it is necessary that the sources of wealth should be at the disposal of the state. All the 

citizens should keep the surplus of their earnings available to the state, so that it may take of it as 

much as it requires to provide sustenance and nourishment to the needy Surah 2 Verse 219: 

. This for the establishment of the revenue base of the state. Such a 

system would take some time to establish itself. Meanwhile for the transitionary period, the 

government can levy taxes for which the Qur’an has also used the word Sadaq'aat, etc. These 

Sadaq'aat are to be spent for certain purposes described in Surah 9 Verse 60: 
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The Sadaq’aat are meant for the: 1. The indigent (Also see 2/273); 2. Those incapacitated to earn (See 

also 90/15-16); 3. Those who are employed in the collection and administration of Sadaq’aat; 4. 

Helping those who sincerely wish to join the Divine Order but are unable to do so due to financial 

difficulties; 5. Setting free those in bondage (See also 90/13); 6. Those who are unduly burdened 

financially; 7. Those who strive in the cause of Allah and; 8. Stranded travellers; This is an Ordinance 

from Allah who is the All-Knowing and Wise.  

Some people have extended and applied this verse for the expenditure of Zak'at money also, which is 

not correct. The Holy Qur’an has neither fixed any percentage, nor specified the items on which 

Zak'at is leviable. The idea that Zak'at is the tax levied by Allah and whatever collection is made by 

the state is the government tax, is not correct. This dualism of "Caesar and God" being two separate 

entities, is the Christian concept. In Islam, whatever one gives to the state for the establishment and 

enforcement of the Islamic Social Order is actually given to Allah. Refer Surah 9 Verse 111: 

 

It must be remembered that there will always be opposition to the system according to the mission of 

Allah in the Qur’an:- 

 

1. The Political Ruler “When , Malik, is used in the general sense for mankind, then it would 

mean the subjugation of a nation or groups of people into “slavery”. 

 

2. The Capitalist, who uses his capital to keep mankind in perpetual debt, and 

 

3. The Mullah or Priest who himself has become a slave of the capitalists. 

 

These are the people who have separated the Deen into worldly affairs and that for the hereafter. They 

have thus made their own rules concerning the different aspects of the Deen mainly in reference to 
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social aspects of human beings. These and the concept of Mazhab will become very evident in the 

discussion of the next Verse:  


