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SURAH 1 VERSE 6
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att ~ “Sirat al Lazina” The meaning of the word =i = “Sirat”, as discussed in
1:5 as meaning to swallow something without chewing; or a long straight sharp sword; and thus an
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open and wide road is also referred to as “=" this is either because of the straightness of the
sword or the traveler on a road who swallows the road bit by bit as he progresses on his travels as
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explained under = '~ previously. In this instance meaning the “straight path on
whom (Those who)” there is:
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The supplication that was made for === SIS “Sjrat al Mustageem” is now being

answered as those on whom there is N’emat of Allah, meaning roughly, “soft (or easy) delightful,
happy, high and away from any difficulty or misery”. Also meaning the benefits and fruits of being
steadfast on Deen, whether in this world or the hereafter. It is thus imperative to fully understand the
meaning of these benefits of the N’emat of Allah from the Qur’an as this is the only way to find out if
this N’emat is with us or not. If this is in the positive then our E’eman is according to the measure of
the Qur’an and our actions are all good; if it is in the negative then we are misleading ourselves and

defrauding our belief system as our actions are mere ritualistic worship and nothing more. In the
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desert = “taneemah” is a plant with very green leaves and grows on water and does

not lose its freshness. Then again, An N’amat is a building that had been erected on a mountain or

lofty place. It also refers to a signpost or flag. These meanings illustrate that human experience needs

to be pleasant, spacious, restful, lofty and upright-this is the extract of N’emat of Allah. Examples of

Verses of the Qur’an give further elucidation.

Moosa AS reminds his people of the N’emat of Allah that freed them from the enslavement and
torment of Pharaoh, Surah 2 Verse 47 to 49:
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nations.”
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and in this there was a great trial
from your Lord.



“Since you have become habituated to following the easy way of your self-made Shari’at, you will
find the path of Deen difficult to travel. But if you keep in mind that you will eventually have to
confront Allah’s Law of Mukaf at (cause and effect), you may be able to overcome your egotistical
tendencies and adhere to the Divine Laws. You need not be told that the consequences of adherence to
these Laws would be as follows:

“You have witnessed them yourselves. When you adhered to them you were blessed with all the
boons of life and were pre-eminent amongst your contemporaries (Refer also 2/122). When you gave
up your adherence, your respect for Law and justice disappeared. But this state of affairs can continue
no longer for when the Qur’anic Order is established no one shall avail another in anything, nor shall
any intercession of one for another be considered, nor shall any form of compensation be accepted
neither shall they be succoured (Further References 6/165, 2/123). This would be the case both in this
world and in the Hereafter.”

“Recall the time when you were in servitude to the Pharaoh who inflicted many torments upon you,
the worst of which was that he created dissension amongst you (Refer also 28/24). He degraded those
respected members of your community who had courage and vitality and posed a danger to him
(particularly those who believed in Moosa AS — Refer 90/25) while elevating those who were devoid
of such qualities. Thus you as a people became weak (This is how the politics of despotism works —
Refer 27/34). When you submitted to the Divine Laws, Allah delivered you from Pharaoh’s grip. This
was a great turning-point in your life.”

The adherence to the Law of Allah raises the status of the followers to heights that one cannot
imagine as stated in Surah 3 Verse 139:
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And this what Suleiman AS experienced when he said in Surah 28 Verse 19:
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"O my Rabb, you have granted me a great empire. Therefore, also grant me adequate restraint and
self-control so that instead of causing destruction to mankind, the strength and stately splendour you
have bestowed on me and my parents.....”

Having understood the N’emat, Bounties and favours of Allah, man is required to submit to the Laws
of Allah and implement it, Surah 16 Verse 80:
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Look at the N’emat and bounties of Allah provided for your physical life. He has caused dwellings to
be built for your rest and tents to be built with the skins of cattle which are light enough to carry on



your journeys and may be pitched whenever you halt. He has provided you with their wool, fur and
hair to make garments, and other means of comfort to utilise for a while.

In Surah Lugman 31 this aspect is described in such a way that it encompasses all of creation, Verse
20:
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In Surah Ibrahim 14 after the description of creation the Quran states in Verse 32-34:
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Man cannot and will not ever be able to compute the N’emat, bounties and favours of Allah, as Allah
has provided all that man will ever need.

All the above have described the N’emat of Allah in reference to the physical needs of creation, but
there are other specific requirements of mankind which are fulfilled through the agency of Ambia AS
and Wahi. In Surah Maryam after the reporting on some of the Ambia AS the Quran states in Surah
19 Verse 58 states:
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¥ “All of them fall in the category of Ambia, upon whom Allah had
bestowed His bounties.”
In this Verse the work of the Ambia are described as a N’emat for mankind and this too is from Allah
as stated in Surah 5 Verse 3:
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i - “This explains that mankind will have at their call the Wahi of the Qur’an till
the end of time”. This N’emat is not just anywhere and will not be available to man after the demise of
the last Nabi, Muhammad AS.

Those who are endowed with this favour, N’emat of Allah, will never be divided; their hearts will be
one as the Qur’an has so rightly explained in Surah 3 Verse 103:
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to you when you were enemies, then
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“This Code, the Quran, should be held fast by all of you together and be not divided into sects and
parties. Remember Allah’s Blessings to you in that when you were each other’s enemy and He
brought your hearts together and thus you became brothers; this strong brotherhood formed on the
basis of an ideology was a great blessing, although before that you were on the brink of a pit of fire
and He drew you back from it. In this way Allah makes His Directives clear so that you may take the
right path.”

The above examples thus explain to man what are the many facets of favours and bounties , N’emat of
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Allah and how these are part of the Sirat-e-Mustageem, =~ ks , and this is the
supplication that was thought to man in Verse six of Surah Fateha but these favours and bounties will
not be attained by mere lip-service of Dua. In the language of the Qur’an it is that destination that is

truly regarded as Jannah, and this Jannah is referred to in Surah 39 Verse 74 as:
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much detail in Surah 4 Verses 64-70. gblers S-=all “‘g" “Such is the grace from Allah”. One has
to see how these bounties, favours and grace from Allah is put to use; if used according to the Laws of
Allah for the betterment of mankind then this is regarded as “Shukr-e-Ne’ 'mat” or else it is “Kufr-e-
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“Then it will be asked of you as to how did you expend the bounty of Allah?” If the Ne’mat is utlhzed
in non-Quranic way then it would be snatched away and man will be in “fear and apprehension for
lack of the sustainable requirements and “punishment””. Allah explains this phenomenon in Surah
Nahl, 16 Verse 112:

“So goodly is the reward, favour, of the workers”. This aspect is discussed in
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fear because of what they wrought.?

This “fear” is not something that was from an external force, but, it was as a result of their own way
of life and belief. This is further illustrated in Surah 14 Verse 28-29:
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29  Hell. They will burn in it. And
an evil place it is to settle in!
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It must, however, be remembered that the responsibility for this downfall is not only of the leaders but
all will bear the responsibility; Surah 8 Verse 53:
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And again in Surah 13 Verse 11:
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“Allalh’s law of Mukaf at (cause and effect) encompasses human beings from all sides and brings all
of their actions to their conclusions (Refer also 82/10-12). (And since a nation comprises of people,
the same law is applicable to all, it should, therefore, be remembered that) Allah does not alter the
condition of a people until they bring about a change in their inner-selves (Refer also 8/53) and this
change obviously takes place in accordance with their intentions, desires and action. The law of
Mukaf at is so strict that when chastisement comes, none can avert it nor can people have any
protector besides Allah.”

To be recipients of the N’emat of Allah or to be deprived of it is dependent on intentions, desires and
actions of man and if this happens according to the Law of Allah then this is E’eman, or consequence
of E’eman else it would be regarded as Kufr.

The discussion had started with == 2]

16 Verse 114:

(Refer 1.4(a)) and the response to that is given in Surah
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=< “If you are truthful in your claim that you serve only the Sustainer,

then utilise the favours, bounties, N’emat of Allah according to the rules and regulations dictated in
the Qur’an and if this is practiced by you then the N’emat will be constant and be capable of
increasing, as stated in Surah 14 Verse 7:
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“Your Rabb had proclaimed that if you utilise the bounties given to you according to His laws He will

surely increase them but if you do otherwise you will have to face a grievous chastisement.” What
will be this “chastisement” is recorded in
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